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Fall is conference “season” for many departments across
campus, and the Office of Outreach and Engagement is
no exception. This month, our staff presented at multiple
conferences across Iowa and the Midwest, including the
National Engagement Scholarship Consortium Annual
Meeting. Our office also hosted the Biennial Grant Wood
Art Colony Symposium on campus, focusing this year on

public art. (You can read more about it below.) Taking part in conferences surrounding
community engagement and community development enables our staff to share how the
University of Iowa is making a difference in Iowa and beyond and to connect with
potential community partners. Meeting with other community engagement professionals
also allows Outreach and Engagement staff to learn new community engagement best
practices that we can share with our UI campus partners. We look forward to
implementing new strategies and practices for effective community engagement in the
upcoming months!  

Linda Snetselaar,
Associate Provost for Outreach and Engagement

Exploring the Role of
Art in Public
Many of the nation’s leaders
in public art congregated in
Iowa City September 28 and
29 to participate in the 6th
Biennial Grant Wood
Symposium: Art in Public.

The weekend began on Friday with a small
group discussion surrounding the
pedagogy of public art and culminated with
an inspiring call to action by keynote Rick
Lowe on Saturday afternoon. The space
between was filled with a reception at
Hancher featuring the Cedar Rapids
Opera Theatre, an educational
intervention surrounding issues affecting
Indian Country historically and presently, a
sensitive exchange regarding the #MeToo
movement, and more. The Symposium
also served as a launchpad for the Public
Art Residency, a new initiative in the Office

https://outreach.uiowa.edu/
https://grantwood.uiowa.edu/


of Outreach and Engagement. Details
about this initiative will be released in
November.

Michael LeClere discusses "Art as an Avenue to
Promote Industry, Manufacturing, and Placemaking."

Promoting Cultural Vitality in
Webster City
A beautiful library built in 1896, the Kendall
Young Library in Webster City houses
notable collections most residents never
see. With the objective to draw attention to
the library and its resources, students from
Professor Heidi Lung's Museums in a
Digital World course visited the Kendall
Young Library in early October. Students
viewed materials, exhibits and collections,
and the building itself to gather information
for their project meant to actively engage
the Webster City community. The focus will
be the Library’s historical significance and
special collections in addition to its
architectural beauty.

Museum studies students examine materials in
the Kendall Young Library in Webster City.

Addressing Changing Community Priorities
In September, Economic Development and Sustainability Director Travis Kraus
moderated the Rethinking Incentives session for the Professional Developers of Iowa fall
conference. The session aimed to stimulate conversation about how we might evolve our
economic development strategies to respond to Iowa’s changing economic
landscape. Senator Bill Dotzler and Representative Mary Ann Hanusa provided
legislative perspectives, and IEDA Director Debi Durham and PDI Lobbyist Craig
Patterson contributed their expertise and leadership to the discussion.  
Changing Environment
Since the University of Iowa’s Office of Outreach and Engagement was established in
2013, we’ve observed our community partners broaden the scope of local economic
development strategy. Labor and housing shortages now dominate economic
development conversations, and community leaders are increasingly seeking to
collaborate on downtown revitalization, creative placemaking, and recreational
amenities. There is a noticeable trend toward recruiting new residents to fill job
vacancies and grow existing businesses.  
Student Opportunities
In collaboration with strong community leaders across the state, UI students from many
disciplines are applying their training and skills to address these challenges and
opportunities. Students in the Department of Cinematic Arts are creating mini-
documentaries to tell stories in Webster City, Sports & Recreation Management students
are working to increase connections between the Clinton LumberKings baseball
organization and downtown Clinton businesses, and Journalism & Mass Communications
students are developing a campaign to attract high school graduates back to Manning,
just to name a few.
Be sure to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram for updates on current projects
as students visit communities across the state to apply their skills and knowledge while
making a positive impact on quality of life in Iowa.

https://www.facebook.com/OutreachIowa
https://twitter.com/outreachiowa
https://www.instagram.com/outreachiowa/


Bringing Youth to Campus
One of our outreach goals is to share University of Iowa
arts resources in order to enhance arts programming in
schools and expose students to a wide variety of arts.
Throughout the year, we bring different student groups
to campus to attend performances.
In early October, all of the Iowa City Community School
District’s fourth graders came to campus to hear the UI
Symphony Orchestra perform in Voxman Music
Building. The 1,200+ students heard new and familiar
music, including a Bach Toccata on the 3,883-pipe organ
and the famous William Tell Overture by Rossini. On their
way out of the building, fourth graders got a quick history

and art lesson as they were ushered past a display case of artifacts found during
construction of the building, and a sculpture by Dale Chihuly.
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