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Turning Community-Engaged Teaching into
Research
Community-engaged teaching is an integral
method UI faculty use to impact communities
across Iowa. Student projects help community
partners move forward on important issues that
improve quality of life in Iowa. But often faculty
continue working with communities beyond these
course projects through their own research.
Faculty from departments such as Geographic and

Sustainability Sciences and the School of Social Work, to name a few, have done this as
part of their community-engaged teaching and research with communities such as Iowa
City and Muscatine. Continuing to work with communities in this way enables faculty to go
into greater depth on the topics, benefiting both them and the communities. Our office
seeks to develop these long-lasting relationships by partnering faculty and courses with
community partners working on issues that align with a faculty member’s research.

Next month, our office looks forward to partnering with the Vice President for Research
and Economic Development office as part of the Research Services Fair on April 11 from
3-6 pm at the Kinnick Stadium Press Box. We encourage faculty, staff, and students to
stop by and learn about ways community engagement can enhance research
opportunities, and how our office can help.

Linda Snetselaar,
Associate Provost for Outreach and Engagement

Imagine & Discuss Iowa City's Future Transportation

What does the
increasing automation
of vehicles mean for the
future of Iowa City? How
could driverless
vehicles change the
way we live, and how
could they alter Iowa
City’s built
environment? While
experts generally agree

https://outreach.uiowa.edu/
https://outreach.uiowa.edu/communities/iisc


that a network of
driverless vehicles is
not likely to happen
anytime soon, however
incremental
advancements in
vehicle automation and
related technology are
already starting to alter
our transportation
system. 

Anticipating changes
over the next 20 years,
graduate students in
the School of Urban &

Regional Planning are working with the City of Iowa City and National Advance
Driving Simulator to consider and prepare for the potential impacts of automated
vehicles on the built environment and community. Specifically, the project will
examine allocation of urban space and public transport in Iowa City as mobility
technologies evolve, and the equity implications of those changes.
The planning team will host an open house for the public to discuss their ideas
about how Iowa City can start implementing policies and practices in the short-
and long-term in order to adapt to the rapidly advancing automated vehicle
industry. 

You're invited to provide feedback at the open house Thursday, March 7, 4:30-
8:30 pm at the Iowa City Public Library. Public input will be used to finalize the
group’s report. Read More about the project.

Resident at Work: Art Colony Fellow Shares His Progress

On March 5, Printmaking
Fellow Ryan Parker will
present, “Surface Studies” at
7:30 p.m. in 116 Art Building
West. Learn about the work
he's been doing since

beginning his fellowship with the Grant
Wood Art Colony.

Parker grew up in Florida and received his
MFA in printmaking from the Tyler School
of Art at Temple University in Rome, Italy,
and Philadelphia. In his printed works on
paper and fabric, Ryan uses architectural
drawing and motifs to explore
psychological space. With an interest in
how architecture frames and impacts an
individual's experience, his prints
present towering walls, endless mazes,
uninhabitable structures, and computer
screens cluttered with open windows-
scenes reflecting the familiar and unknown
in navigating daily life. Also influenced by
travel, he has participated
in artist residencies at Frans Masereel
Centrum (Belgium), Cork Printmakers
(Ireland), and Ballinglen (Ireland).
Recently, he was awarded a 2017-18

Grant Wood Fellow in Printmaking, Ryan Parker

In addition to his artistic practice, Ryan has
been working as a museum educator at
The Fabric Workshop and Museum in
Philadelphia, teaching textile design and
screen-printing in the Post-Graduate

https://outreach.uiowa.edu/projects/iowa-city-automated-vehicle-adaptation-and-equity-plan


Fulbright-Nehru Fellowship, which took him
to India. His research included studying
ancient architecture as well as the
traditional, sustainable production
methods of India's fabric arts—in
particular, block printing, hand painting
(kalamkari), and the use of natural
pigments.

Apprenticeship.

Learn More

Event Details

Student Opportunities with the Arts

Arts Share Summer Arts Camp is a half-day arts experience for children entering grades 1-6.

Arts Summer Camp
It may be hard to believe winter will
ever end this year, but registration for
the Arts Share/GWAC Summer Arts
Camp is now open! Children entering
first through sixth grade will
participate in art, music, theatre,
dance, and creative writing workshops
and enjoy live performances. Dates
are June 10-14. Workshops are
taught by experienced UI graduate
students. Please share information
about this great summer arts
experience!
Download the Arts Share/GWAC
Summer Arts Camp registration

Hands-On Learning
Students from North Scott High
School in Eldridge had the
opportunity to see their former
classmate perform in a UI mainstage
theatre production when they
attended the annual Theatre
Workshop & Performance Day on
campus. Sydney Kuhel, now a
sophomore at the University of Iowa,
was one of the actors in The
Wolves. Students from Belle Plaine
and Iowa City also attended the event
and participated in a talk-back with
the actors after the performance.

High school students enjoy a backstage experience in
an acting workshop with theatre students before

viewing The Wolves.

Keokuk Awarded 2019-20 IISC Partnership

https://stanleymuseum.uiowa.edu/events/surface-studies/
https://outreach.uiowa.edu/event/19371
https://outreach.uiowa.edu/sites/outreach.uiowa.edu/files/arts_share_summer_camp_-_hc.pdf


We’re excited to announce our IISC partner
for the 2019-2020 academic year is Keokuk,
Iowa! Located at the southeastern-most tip of
the state where the Des Moines and

Mississippi Rivers merge, Keokuk is a rural community of about 10,000 residents. Its
colorful past stretches from the Sauk tribe that first inhabited the area (the city is named
after the Sauk chief Keokuk) to its position as an economic hub for the tri-state area
(Illinois and Missouri are just across the rivers). 

Keokuk’s selection as the next community IISC partner is largely based on a community-
driven vision for the future. The thoughtful proposal for the IISC partnership provided a
clear picture of unique challenges and opportunities as well as a history of successful
partnerships and local leadership. The IISC partnership will help the community
accomplish goals outlined in their award-winning comprehensive plan. 

The IISC partnership is the foremost community engagement initiative at the University of
Iowa, focusing students, faculty, and departments from all across campus in a single
community to collaborate on up to 20 mutually beneficial projects. We look forward to
strengthening the University of Iowa connection to Keokuk and its residents!

Community Impact Grants Awarded

The Office of Outreach and Engagement awarded two
Community Impact Grants for summer 2019. Eden Hall, an
MFA candidate in the School of Art and Art History, received
$8,131 for her Boone River Sculpture Project. Hall will
participate with Iowa Project A.W.A.R.E. on their Boone
River clean-up efforts and cast a bronze sculpture in
Goldfield, Iowa, that reflects this experience. Craig Syrop,
MD MHCDS, faculty in Obstetrics and Gynecology, received
$8,532 for his program to improve disease self-management
through food choice. In partnership with the Coralville Food
Pantry, students will assist vulnerable food pantry clients in
the self-management of their chronic diseases through
education designed to inform their food choices.

Funding Community
Engagement

Faculty, staff, and
students are eligible
to apply for grants
through the Office of
Outreach and
Engagement. Grant
cycles open every
year in the spring,
summer, and fall.

LEARN MORE

ACTIVITIES & DEADLINES...
Surface Studies talk by Grant Wood Fellow Ryan Parker, Tuesday, March 5, 2019,

7:30-8:30 pm, Art Building West, 116

https://outreach.uiowa.edu/campus/grants
https://outreach.uiowa.edu/event/19371


Living Beyond the Bars, Thursday, March 7, 2019, 4:00-6:00 pm Van Allen Hall,

Lecture Room 2

The Struggle for Worker Safety in Iowa’s Meatpacking Industry, Monday, March

25, 2019, 4:00-5:30 pm, Iowa Memorial Union (IMU), 3rd Floor Conference Room

Workers’ Dream for an America that “Yet Must Be,” Saturday, March 30, 2019,

9:00-4:00 pm, Old Capitol Towne Center, Suite 2520

Activities to be added
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